






The Town of Mars Hill Parks and Recreation Ordinance is incorporated by reference to these minutes as 

Attachment C. (Attachment C) 

ORDINANCE - Begging, Panhandling, or Soliciting Contributions Ordinance 

Mayor Chandler then recognized Town Manager Nathan Bennett for a presentation of the proposed Begging, 

Panhandling, or Soliciting Contributions Ordinance for the Town of Mars Hill. Mr. Bennett advised that the 

primary purpose of the ordinance is to codify regulations to address public safety concerns with aggressive 

individuals soliciting contributions in public spaces including, but not limited to, roadways and sidewalks. Mr. 

Bennett read aloud the proposed ordinance in full. 

PUBLIC HEARING-Mayor Chandler and other Board members thanked Mr. Bennett for his work on the 

ordinance. Mayor Chandler then opened the floor to members of the public present for the public hearing on the 

proposed Begging, Panhandling, or Soliciting Contributions Ordinance. There were no comments from members 

of the public. Mayor Chandler closed the public hearing. 

CONSIDERATION OF ACTION - Begging, Panhandling, or Soliciting Ordinance 

Mr. Bennett advised the Mayor and Board that the required public notice was published in the local newspaper as 

required. The public hearing is now complete and consideration of adoption of the ordinance is at the pleasure of 

the Board. Mayor Chandler then moved to consider adoption of the Town of Mars Hill Begging, Panhandling, or 

Soliciting Contributions Ordinance. Alderman Honeycutt asked if the ordinance would prohibit school groups, 

such as the high school band, from fundraising activities. Mr. Bennett advised that the ordinance would exempt 

certain charitable, educational, and civic organizations from certain restrictions, specifically Section 2( c) and 2( d), 

if they apply to and receive a permit from the Town. Those would still be required to not do so in a manner to 

intimidate or accost another person. Mrs. Stokes affirmed the assessment. Mayor Chandler stated that he asked 

staff to prepare this ordinance for discussion as he has been asked by many members of the community for the 

town to address this issue. Mayor Chandler thanked Mr. Bennett for his work on this ordinance. Upon 

completion of discussion, Mayor Chandler called for a motion. Alderman Jolley made a motion to adopt the 

"Begging, Panhandling, or Soliciting Contributions Ordinance," as presented. Alderman Davis seconded the 

motion. Upon a call for a vote by the Mayor, the motion to adopt the ordinance was approved unanimously. 

The Town of Mars Hill Begging, Panhandling, or Soliciting Contributions Ordinance is incorporated by reference 

to these minutes as Attachment D. (Attachment D) 

ORDINANCE - Deposit of Debris and Obstruction of Streets and Sidewalks, Camping and Other Uses of 

Town Property Ordinance 

Mayor Chandler then recognized Town Manager Nathan Bennett for a presentation of the proposed "Deposit of 

Debris and Obstruction of Streets and Sidewalks, Camping and Other Uses of Town Property Ordinance" for the 

Town of Mars Hill. Mr. Bennett advised that the primary purpose of the ordinance is to codify regulations to 

address public safety concerns with the potential for individuals to camp in public spaces including, but not 

limited to, sidewalks, parks, and other town-owned properties and also the depositing of soil and other material 

upon the streets and sidewalks in town and other purposes. Mr. Bennett read aloud the proposed ordinance in full. 

PUBLIC HEARING -Mayor Chandler then opened the floor to members of the public present for the public 

hearing on the proposed "Deposit of Debris and Obstruction of Streets and Sidewalks, Camping and Other Uses 

of Town Property Ordinance." There were no comments from members of the public. Mayor Chandler closed 

the public hearing. 
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